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Coronation Oath. But that controversy was decided
once "for all when Geo. IV after a terrible struggle
agreed to the Roman Catholic Emancipation Bill.
" I said that such an outrage as this was wholly new,
totally unknown in any Cabinet in which I had served ;
and that the corruption must be regarded as due to
Lord Beaconsfield, which he entirely felt . . ."
Here was an awkward prospect for the next Cabinet; and
Mr. Gladstone grimly foresaw constitutional trouble. But
as yet he knew little of a more personal aspect of the Queen's          s
altered mood. How could he tell that his own name was
now a synonym of error in the royal correspondence ? He
could not know that when Lord Beaconsfield wished to
describe an unsatisfactory speech by a misguided colleague,
he termed it to his mistress one " which might have pro-     39
ceeded from Mr. Gladstone/' or that within a month of her
silent smile at the Levee the Queen herself was writing of
his own " wildness, folly and fury!" When the diplomat     40
returned  from  Berlin, proudly bearing " Peace with
Honour/' Cyprus, and the Garter, she shared Disraeli's
triumph and wrote in glee that'' high and low are delighted,     **
excepting Mr. Gladstone, who is frantic." And as the sands
of that triumphant ministry ran out, the Queen was writing
to a Court lady that " I never could take Mr. Gladstone or     42
Mr. Lowe as my Minister again, for I never COULD have the
slightest particle of confidence in Mr. Gladstone after his
violent, mischievous, and dangerous conduct for the last
three years." Once more the tale of his iniquities was
dated from 1876, from the opening of his presumptuous
attack on Lord Beaconsfield's, on England's, on the
Queen's foreign policy.
In those winter days of 1879 Mr. Gladstone travelled
North to aggravate his offence. The train took him to
Midlothian ; and for a week the thunders of his eloquence
rolled round the village halls. Lord Beaconsfield wrote
airy little notes to ladies about " the oratory of the Im- '*